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1.0 MEWP Masterclass Background

What’s it About?

How & Why Created?

Why We Deliver It

SafetyPeople

MEWP Entanglement Client Engagement Brainstormed Options

Value Adding Classroom or OnlineService
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1.0 MEWP Masterclass Background
Why is this message important for all MEWP users?
• The Health & Safety at work act 1974

• The Work at Height Regulation

• Construction Health & Safety welfare regulations

• Provision Use Work Equipment Regulations (PUWER)

• Lifting Operation Lifting Equipment Regulations 

(LOLER)

• Strategic Forum - Plant Safety Group - “Avoidance of 

trapping and crushing”

• UKCG MEWP Tool Kit

• Construction Information Sheet 58 - HSE Guidance 

(The Selection and Management of MEWPs)/GEIS6

• CPA Groundworks guidance

• BS8460 - Safe use of MEWPs

• RR960 

• RR961



2.0 MEWP Selection
Choosing The Right Tool For The Task Is KEY!

Low Level

1,043
Booms

5,623
Scissors

6,597
Truck Mounted

294
Tracked Booms

131
Van Mounts

300
BlueSky Attachments

1,700

• Understanding working envelopes

• IPAF Categories

• Mobile (3) Vertical (A) Boom (B)
3A 
3B

• Static (1) Vertical (A) Boom (B)
1A
1B

• PAV



2.0 MEWP Selection
New Options & Solutions 

Green Fleet
• Z33
• HR12/HR15/HR21/HR28
• ERT scissors
• Hybrid SJ RT Scissors
• Tier 5 / 3B Engines
• Lithium Ion TB’s

Min & Max Spec MEWP’s
• Titan Booms – 1,350kg SWL!
• HC Booms – 50% more SWL!
• SX135HC – 9m jib! 
• SX180
• SJ Range

Specialist Solutions
• T48P 48m Palfinger – 400 degree jib 

rotation!
• ISUZU 13.5m DMAX 
• TB31TB – 400kg SWL!
• Bronto’s to 90m!



2.0 MEWP Selection
Accessing The Range



3.0 GEIS6 Insight
The Selection, Management 
and Use of Mobile Elevating 
Work Platforms

• Aimedat those who specify, select, manage 
or operate MEWPS

• All types of MEWPs are covered by this
guidance

• Tells you what you should  consider before 
selecting a  MEWP to gain access to work at  
heightand the risks that need to  be assessed and 
managed while the MEWP is in use



3.0 GEIS6 Insight
Assessing & Managing The Risk 
When selectingthe correct MEWP,  
considerationshouldbe given to:

– Task? Height? Access restrictions? Confined?

– Ground conditions & load bearing

– Whatheightand outreach is required?

– Overhead crush risks? Materials to be carried?

Delivery & Collection
• Time of day? Lighting? Space? Banksmen?

• Logistical booking required?

• Public Highways consideration? TM

• Is the ground capacity suitable?Are there manhole 
covers or other features thatmust be avoided?



3.0 GEIS6 Insight
Positioning Before & During Work
Considerationshouldbe given to the following areas;
• Travel to the work location
• Is the ground sufficiently level? (82 Overturn fatalities / RR961)
• Ground bearingpressure?
• Does the MEWP need to pass underobstructions?
• Does the MEWP pass over or around obstructions?
• Are segregation/control measurers required?
• Are there temporary works which impact on routes?
• Consideration regarding outdoor or indoor working?
• Operator visibility (banksmen?)
• What measures are needed to mitigate?



3.0 GEIS6 Insight
Falling From The Platform
• Falls from platform poses one of the highest riskswith

MEWP use (83 fatalities / RR961)

• Falls can occurbecause:

Boom bounces & catapult

Operators overreach

Operatorsstand on guard rails and fall

There’s impact from other vehicles

There’ssnagging on obstructions

• Where a risk of fallingexists operators must be protected 
by wearing fall protection equipment

Full body harness& RestraintLanyard OR

A shortened lanyard + energy absorbing  device 2017 a man fell from 50ft height but was 
saved because of his harness



3.0 GEIS6 Insight
Trapping & Crushing Against Overhead Objects

• Trapping/crushingincidentshave led to fatal
accidents (47 globally / 11 UK / RR961)

• If there are structures where trapping could
occur secondary guarding devices should be
considered

• Take additional care when manoeuvringup
through structures

• Ensure you are familiar with your machine,
many are designedto “run  on”

• Never crouch over the controls whilst  
manoeuvring.This is dangerous

• 4/6 minutes to rescue!                            
Every second counts! 



1

3.0 GEIS6 Insight
Dropped Objects

2014/15: 13 Dropped Objects Fatalities

2014/15: 1,500 Non Fatal Injuries

From the Work at Height Regulations 2005
39. To prevent injury, you must do all that is 

reasonably practicable to prevent anything falling

40. If not reasonably practicable, you must ensure that no one is      
injured by anything falling

41. You must ensure that nothing is:

• Thrown or tipped from height if likely to injure

• Stored in a way where its movement is likely to injure

41. Ensure the high risk work area is clearly indicated (e.g coning)

iPhone = 129g 
Dropped at 15m
Equals 19.3kg at impact
(Holiday suitcase) 

SOLUTIONS
• Coning

• Tethering

• Netting

Bolt = 220g 
Dropped at 23m 
Equivalent to 49.5kg at 
impact (Washing machine) 

15
M 23
M



3.0 GEIS6 Insight
Handling Materials in MEWP’s
• Its essential to know the weightand dimensions& load

distributionof the materials to be lifted

• Consider the type of machine in use and the ground it will
need to travel over

• Materialsshouldnever be balancedon MEWPhandrails

• Considera telehandler or MEWP with appropriate material 
handling attachment

• Remember materials and MHA add weight to the platforms
which must be accounted for

• Planyour work to avoid over reaching



3.0 GEIS6 Insight
Exiting The Platform At Height
• MEWPs are not designed for transferringpeople from

one level to  another

• Exiting the basketshould only be undertakenfollowinga
rigorousrisk assessment

• This risk assessment should identify that exiting the
platform is the  safestand most effective meansof
accessing a location

• Further informationon exiting the platform at heightcan be
found in BS 8460:2005 COP Safe Use of MEWPSAnnex B



3.0 GEIS6 Insight
Pre Use Checks
• Trained operators are responsible for

carrying out a  basic daily / pre-use check

• Operators need to be aware of  the company 
procedures should they find a fault with a
machine

• Records of checks shouldbe kept

• E.g. How do you check the tyre pressure on a 
Z45DJX 15m diesel boom?

(38 Collapse/failure fatalities / RR961)

Thorough Examination
• 6 monthly certificate of examination

• Always within themachine

• Any lifting attachments used must also have a
valid thorough  examination certificate



3.0 GEIS6 Insight
Training & Certification
• Employers responsibility(adequately trained operators)
• Trainingshouldbe provided for the  type of machineused
• Additional training should be considered where additional 

risks are known (entrapment, removing materials)
• Operatorsshould be trained in the  wearing of

harnesses/lanyards
• Sites should consider the need for  training those who

supervise MEWP use

Familiarisation
• It’s the employer’s responsibility to  ensure

operators are given adequate time on theMEWP

• Documented & Including:

Manufacturersinstructions/warnings

Featuresspecificto that MEWP (inc safety devices)

Emergency loweringprocedures equally critical 
(operator and grounds personnel)



3.0 GEIS6 Insight
Other Guidance Available
• Management of MEWP’s good practice for 

rental companies and contractors

• IPAF Guidance on MEWP Security

• MEWP’s – Guidance on secondary guarding
devices available to reduce the risk of
entrapment injury

• Strategic Forum draft guidance on maintenance, 
inspection & thorough examination

• Strategic Forum BPG for MEWP’s – Avoiding 
Trapping / Crushing Injuries to people in the 
platform

• New ISO Standards for MEWP Operator 
Controls 21455:2020 



4.0 MEWP’s & Social Distancing
By IPAF Category
https://www.nationwideplatforms.co.uk/en-gb/covid19

Self Operated
Single Operator

IPAF Cat: 1B

IPAF Cat: PAV

IPAF Cat: 3B

IPAF Cat: 3A

IPAF Cat: 1BSelf Operated
Multi Operator

Self Operated & Operated
Multi Operator

SkyShield

ALL: If 2m rule cannot be 
achieved?

NEW
TRUCK 
MOUNT 
SOLUTION!!

https://www.nationwideplatforms.co.uk/en-gb/covid19
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BB MEWP Standards Overview
As Standard
Regular overview of MEWP Standards
Compliant Shrouding
Flashing Beacon
Travel alarm
Instruction Manual
SWL displayed & all decal legible
Test Certificate and sticker for LOLER
PDI/Last Service - Sticker
Secondary Guarding
Handover/Familiarisation
Over and Above on all BB direct hires
PCS, SkySentry, QR Codes for Emergency Lowering, Material Handling options, Site Surveys, Tool box talks, 



6.0 MEWP Innovations & Attachments
Material Handling



6.0 MEWP Innovations & Attachments

Preventing 
Unauthorised Use

Preventing Dropped Objects

Specials

Preventing Entrapment



QUESTIONS…..

Book your innovation session’s 
directly with Linzie Clark  
Linzie.clark@nationwideplatforms.co.uk
07736828068

mailto:Linzie.clark@nationwideplatforms.co.uk
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